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METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES DIVISION

STATEMENT OF THE WEEK:  Extensive moisture from the remnants of Hurricane
Hernan moved into much of the southern and eastern sections of the region on Friday,
September 2, and through the weekend.  Numerous severe thunderstorm and flash
flood warnings were issued by many WFOs, including outlook statements addressing
the change from prolonged dry weather to rain.  The thunderstorms caused a dust
storm in central Arizona on Friday, which resulted in this week’s statement of the week. 
DAPM Mike Bruce of WFO Phoenix issued the following warning, which did an excellent
job of specifying the What, When and Where aspects of the storm.  Good job Bruce!

URGENT - WEATHER MESSAGE
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PHOENIX AZ
229 PM MST FRI SEP 6 2002

AZZ028-062230-
NORTHWEST AND NORTH CENTRAL PINAL COUNTY-
INCLUDING THE CITIES OF...APACHE JUNCTION...CASA GRANDE...
COOLIDGE...FLORENCE
229 PM MST FRI SEP 6 2002

...DUST STORM WARNING FOR NORTH CENTRAL AND NORTHWEST PINAL
COUNTY UNTIL 330 PM...

DENSE BLOWING DUST...ASSOCIATED WITH THUNDERSTORMS NORTH OF
TUCSON...WILL MOVE INTO THE CASA GRANDE...COOLIDGE...AND FLORENCE
AREAS BETWEEN 230 PM AND 315 PM.  VISIBILITY WILL BE REDUCED TO AS
LOW AS ZERO IN SOME AREAS...AS WINDS GUST IN EXCESS OF 50 MPH.

MOTORISTS ON INTERSTATES 8 AND 10 IN THE VICINITY OF CASA
GRANDE...AND ON HIGHWAYS 87...79...AND 287 NEAR FLORENCE AND
COOLIDGE SHOULD BE PREPARED FOR RAPID CHANGES IN VISIBILITY.
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Convective Watch by County Update:  Preliminary testing of the Convective Watch by



2September 10, 2002

County (WBC) process has been conducted in Eastern and Central Regions.  A cluster
of Western Region offices was scheduled to do the next regional test with SPC on
Wednesday, September 18.  The offices participating in the test are Elko, Las Vegas,
Hanford, and San Diego.  However, because of software deficiencies uncovered during
the Central Region test on September 4, further WBC testing has been postponed until
the problems are remedied.  There will be no Western Region WBC test on September
18.  AWIPS files with the WBC products need to be closely reviewed and corrected by
MDL.  Necessary software updates will be distributed in a subsequent patch to build
5.2.2.  The WBC process, in general, is currently being closely examined by the
Corporate Board.  The Corporate Board met  via video teleconference on Tuesday,
September 10 to discuss the status of the WBC evaluation.

HYDROLOGY AND CLIMATE SERVICES

COOP and Surface Observing Programs Web Page Move:  Coop and Surface
Observing Program information can now be found on the Western Region Homepage
under Hydrology and Climate Services Division.

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

SOO/DOH Professional Development and Training Report Due:  The due date for
the SOO/DOH Professional Development and Training Report is October 10, 2002. 
Please prepare the Training Report for the period April 1, 2002 to September 30, 2002,
and the Training Plan for the period October 1, 2002 to March 31, 2003.

As a reminder, here are a few guidelines for preparing the reports.

1.  Only the truly significant office PD&T accomplishments for an individual or team
need to be included in the report.  IDPs are the place for personal goals and
accomplishments. This report is only for office training accomplishments and goals.

2.  The format will remain flexible and up to each office.  This is no change from the
current procedures.

3.  Please send your report in as an email attachment.  WordPerfect is preferred and no
hard copy is required unless you use some unusual software or font arrangement.

4.  The report should be reviewed and approved by your MIC/HIC.

New Technical Attachment Lite Published:  A new Technical Attachment Lite entitled
“Making IFPS More Climate Aware,” by Jeff Davis, Weather Forecast Office, Tucson,
AZ, has been published.  The TA-Lite is located on the National Weather Service Web
site at http://www.wrh.noaa.gov, under “WR TA-Lites, 2002 TA-Lites.”

SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION
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AWIPS Status:  All sites completed MR 5.2.1.1.  All but two sites have installed MR
5.2.1.2.  MR 5.2.1.3 is undergoing beta testing at selected WFOs.  Release 5.2.2  will
undergo beta testing at WFO Salt Lake City as soon as NWSH gives the go-ahead. 
WFOs Medford and Flagstaff have installed the RedHat Linux Version 7.1 X server and
kernel upgrades for beta testing.  The upgrades are designed to reduce the number of
spontaneous logouts on the workstations.  The Linux Comms Processors (CPs) and
Pre-Processors (PPs) are currently undergoing field testing at WFOs Portland and
Pendleton and Western Region Headquarters. 

Western Region WAN:  New Cisco 2621 routers are being configured and shipped to
Western Region sites.  These routers will replace the Cisco 2500 routers in use at this
time.  Age and the requirements of the NWSNet initiative are driving this equipment
replacement. The pre-configured routers have been installed and tested in Billings,
Spokane, and Pocatello.  The new routers need to be installed at all offices before the
end of the month. 

NOAA Weather Radio (NWR) Activities:  The Havre, MT, and Hogback Mountain, MT,
NWR sites were upgraded with new antennas, filters, and transmission cable.  Two
NWR site surveys for potential USDA sites at Battle Mountain, NV, and Conway
Summit, CA, were completed.  Applications will now be submitted to the USDA. 

Oakland Upper Air:  The new Oakland Upper Air site project is well underway.  Jim
MacLellan is the lead on this project.  The work to prepare the new site will be
completed this month with the balloon launches beginning by early October.  The old
site will then be demolished during the fall and early winter.

Open Systems Radar Data Acquisition (ORDA) Preliminary Design Review (PDR): 
Western Region RMS George Montenegro attended a technical ORDA Preliminary
Design Review held at the Holiday Inn in Norman, Oklahoma on September 4 - 5, 2002. 
The PDR covered many topics such as defining the Allocated Baseline and putting the
allocated approved baseline design under formal configuration control.  The PDR
covered the details of the Functional Baseline (System Specification) in order to set
forth the functions, performance, and interface requirements that will govern design of
the items below the ORDA level.

ABOUT OUR STAFF

To mark the one-year anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, WFO San Joaquin Valley held a
brief ceremony Wednesday, September 11.  The flag that was flying over the WFO for
the past six months was retired for a new one at 8:46 a.m. PDT.  (A decision was made
not to use the actual time of the attacks because of the three hour difference from the
east coast.)
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From left to right folding the
retired flag are journey
forecasters Cindy Bean and
Mark Burger and ASA Shirley
Radder.  To the right are MIC
Steve Mendenhall and CPM
Paul Jones raising the new flag.


